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BARBED WIRE AND BRUMBIES

Western Australia, 1943: Margaret ‘Maggie' Sleeman, a spirited
young woman yearns to break free from societal norms. Giuseppe
Joe' Russo, an Italian farmer-turned-soldier, finds himself far from
home, captured and interned in Marrinup POW camp.

Living on her family's farm near the small town of Colton,
precocious yet sheltered, Maggie dreams of a life beyond what is
expected of her. Their worlds collide when Joe starts working on
the farm through day release.

As they face the hardships of wartime farming and prejudice from
the local community, their forbidden affection deepens.
Complications arise when Maggie's parents become aware of the
burgeoning relationship and encourage her to court Thomas
Williams, envisioning a stable future with the son of a local
shopkeeper.

Torn between duty and desire, security and passion, Maggie
stands at a crossroads: Will she choose the predictable path laid
out for her or dare to follow her heart into uncharted territory?

Discover if love can triumph over adversity in this poignant
exploration of loyalty, family ties, and the courage to pursue
happiness.

Publication date: 26th November 2024
Genre: Historical, Romance
Recommended for ages: 16+

Attention: This document contains details you might want to avoid
until you have finished reading the book.
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CHARACTERS

1. Did you relate to Maggie Sleeman? Why or why not? Does she
changes over the course of the novel?

2. Did Maggie made the right choice in love? What would her life
have been like had she chosen Thomas instead?

3. What did you think of Giuseppe's plot to teach other prisoners
using the Pidgin English books? Were the actions of the Major and
guards appropriate?

4. The prejudice of some of the townsfolk is clear. Were their
actions consistent with some people's opinions during that time?

5. At one point, Hans says to Giuseppe ‘My country is at fault. | feel
ashamed for what the Fatherland has done to the world. To good
people like you." Was his guilt misplaced?

6. What made Elizabeth change her mind about Maggie and
Giuseppe's relationship?
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STRUCTURE, WRITING & GENERAL DISCUSSION

1.Did you appreciate the dual perspectives of Maggie and Joe
throughout the story? Was there one perspective you enjoyed
more?

2. What did you think of the overall structure of the novel?
3. What did you think about the time-line and point of view?
4. Which emotions were conveyed in the story?

5. Did the story keep you interested?

6. Would you say this is a plot-driven book or does the story
unfold slowly with a focus on character development?

7. Were you surprised by the plot?
8. What scene did you find was the most pivotal for the book? How
do you think the story would have changed had that scene not

taken place?

9. What scene resonated most with you personally in either a
positive or negative way?

10. Did certain parts of the novel make you uncomfortable?

11. What is the significance of the title? Did you recognise it in the
book?

12. What surprised you the most about the book?

13. What did you learn about this time period from reading the
book?

14. Did you think the ending was appropriate? How would you have
liked to have seen the ending go?
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